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Mr.Chairman,

China thanks Secretary-General Guterres for his presentation on the 2020 program
planning and budget. We thank Mr. Collen Kelapile, Chairman of CPC and Permanent
Representative of Botswana, for his introduction of the report of CPC. Our thanks also
goes to Mr. Cihan Terzi, Chairman of ACABQ, for introducing the relevant reports.
China associates itself with the statement made by the representative of Palestine on
behalf of “G77 and China” on agenda items 136 and 135 and would like to add the
following comments:

First, program planning should always be member states-owned and led. Program
planning is a concrete manifestation of the UN mandate. Its preparation should abide by
the purposes and principles of the UN Charter, adhere to the principle of the leadership
of the member states and respect the prerogatives of the principal organs of the United
Nations in the process. As an old saying goes in China, “Preparedness ensures success,
and unpreparedness spells failure”, which highlights the importance of planning. China
attaches great importance to the role of program planning. The preparation process must
~ ensure the broad and in-depth participation of member states and take into account as
much as possible the interests and aspirations of member states on the basis of the
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broadest consensus.

Second, program planning should focus more on the 2030 Sustainable Development
Goals. Program planning is the policy guide for UN activities. China supports the UN in
its full implementation of the program activities. Program planning should place greater
emphasis on priorities such as economic growth, sustainable development and Africa
development, and pay more attention to and strive to achieve the 2030 Agenda. The
evaluation and monitoring of the implementation of programs by member states should
be ensured in order to continuously improve the efficiency, effectiveness, transparency
and accountability of program activities.

Third, the functions and the role of CPC should be upheld. As the main body for
reviewing the UN program planning and implementation, CPC shoulders important
responsibilities in plan outline directing, priority setting, specific program planning,
overall business coordination and plan implementation monitoring. It has, for a long time,
provided valuable suggestions to the Fifth Committee in program planning deliberations.
China stresses that the functions of CPC in the deliberation of program planning must be
upheld, the sequence of deliberations in relevant bodies must be followed, and the
deliberative role of CPC must be enhanced.

Fourth, the preparation of the UN budget should be based on program planning. The
intrinsic logic of UN budgeting is that we start from legislative mandates, proceed to
program and subprograms and then ultimately move to program budgets. Finance is the
foundation and important element underpinning UN governance. Program budget is the
guarantee for the UN to perform its functions and play its role. China supports adequate
and sustainable financial resources for various programs, especially those in the field of
development. The Fifth Committee should effectively beef up supervision and
management of extra-budgetary resources to ensure that their use is transparent,
regulated and in line with UN’s policies.

Fifth, the annual budget on a trial basis must strictly abide by GA resolutions. As an
important part of the Secretary-General’s management reform, this trial annual budget
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has important implication for the implementation of the mandates during the trial period
and the future direction of the UN budget management. The Secretariat shall implement
the mandate of GA Resolution 72/266A by strictly following the budget preparation
procedures and the budget report format, improving accuracy and pragmatism in budget
preparation, effectively strengthening budget performance and internal control
management and ensuring the provision of necessary information to member states for
their review of the annual budget, so that the annual budget on a trial basis can achieve
the expected results.

Mr. Chairman,

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of
China. Over the past 70 years, China has made remarkable achievements in its the cause
of socialism with Chinese characteristics, significantly contributing to world peace and
development. At the same time, China is still a 100% developing country, with the
prominent problem of uneven and inadequate development. As a responsible developing
country and the second largest contributor to UN regular budget and peacekeeping
budget, China has fulfilled its financial obligations in full and on time, paying US$1.4
billion in its annual assessments, which is by no means a small expenditure. China has
demonstrated its firm support for the cause of the UN and multilateralism with actions.

Mr. Chairman,

China is ready to participate in consultations with all parties and we will continue to
act in the the spirit of unity, cooperation and consensus in jointly upholding the financial
discipline of the United Nations, and continuing to support the reform of the
Secretary-General and the cause of the United Nations with concrete actions.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



